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Classical Antiquity
Alcock, Vivien.  Singer to the Sea God.  (1995)  199 pp.

Epic tales-from Scylla and Charybdis to Perseus and the Gorgon-are interwoven with the story of runaway slaves.

Banks, Lynne Reid.  Tiger, Tiger.  (2005)  195 pp.

Two tiger cub brothers are taken from the jungle to ancient Rome, where one becomes the pampered pet of Caesar's daughter and the other becomes a man-eating "entertainment act" at the Colosseum.

Blacklock, Dyan.  Pankration: The Ultimate Game.  (1999)  192 pp.

An exciting, far-fetched story set in ancient Greece about two friends, separated by a shipwreck, who are reunited at Olympic Games during the Pankration , a combination wrestling and boxing sport.

Bulla, Clyde Robert.  The Beast of Lor.  (1977)  54 pp.

A series of curious circumstances bring together an African elephant and a young boy from an ancient British tribe.

Cooney, Caroline B.  Goddess of Yesterday.  (2002)  272 pp.

Young Anaxandra adopts a false identity and is given a home by King Menelaus of Sparta despite the suspicions of the king's wife, Helen, in this exciting novel set in the build-up to the Trojan War.

Denenberg, Barry.  Atticus of Rome.  (2004)  166 pp.

In ancient Rome, Atticus, a young slave purchased by a wealthy and powerful lawyer, finds that he is completely invisible to the people from whom he must gather information in order to help foil a plot against the Emperor.

Denenberg, Barry.  Pandora of Athens, 399 B.C..  (2004)  125 pp.

In 399 B.C. in Athens, 13-year-old Pandora dreads her upcoming marriage to a man twice her age, but a chance meeting with the philosopher Socrates encourages her to question traditional female roles and to seek her own truth.

Estes, Eleanor.  Miranda The Great.  (1967)  79 pp.

When barbarians invade ancient Rome and Miranda the cat is separated from her owners, she and her daughter lead a group of kittens to safety in the Coliseum.

Lasky, Kathryn.  The Last Girls of Pompeii.  (2007)  184 pp.

Twelve-year-old Julia's physical deformity will keep her from a normal life, but counts on the friendship of her life-long slave, Mitka, until they learn that both of their futures in first-century Pompeii are about to change for the worse.

Lawrence, Caroline.  The Assassins of Rome : The Roman Mysteries, bk 4.  (2002)  152 pp.

Flavia and Nubia follow Jonathan to Rome and into the golden House built by the emperor Nero, where a dangerous assassin lurks.

Lawrence, Caroline.  The Dolphins of Laurentum : The Roman Mysteries, bk 5.  (2003)  161 pp.

In October AD 79, a ragged stranger and the prospect of losing her family's fortune lead Flavia Gemina and her friends, Jonathan, Lupus, and Nubia to an opulent villa by the sea at Laurentum, where possible danger and treasure are close at hand.

Lawrence, Caroline.  The Pirates of Pompeii : The Roman Mysteries, bk 3.  (2003)  161 pp.

At a refugee camp following the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius which buried Pompeii, Flavia and her friends discover that children are disappearing and a very poweful citizen might be involved.

Lawrence, Caroline.  The Secrets of Vesuvius : The Roman Mysteries, bk 2.  (2001)  165 pp.

Ten-year-old Flavia and her friends encounter the Roman admiral Pliny before making a journey to her uncle's farm near Mt. Vesuvius, where they try to solve a riddle, reunite a family, and get out of the path of a natural disaster.

Lawrence, Caroline.  The Thieves of Ostia : The Roman Mysteries, bk 1.  (2002)  152 pp.

In Rome, in the year 79 A.D., a group of children from very different backgrounds work together to discover who beheaded a pet dog - and why.

McCaffrey, Anne.  Black Horses for the King.  (1996)  224 pp.

In this historical novel set in 5th-century Roman Britain, young Galwyn is hired by Lord Artos to help find and transport giant Libyan horses from continental Europe to Britain, where Galwyn trains them for wars against the Saxons.

McLaren, Clemence.  Aphrodite's Blessings : Love Stories from the Greek Myths.  (2002)  200 pp.

Atalanta, Andromeda, and Psyche, three female characters in Greek mythology, tell the stories of their marriages. Includes information on love and marriage in ancient Greece.

McLaren, Clemence.  Inside the walls of Troy : a novel of the women who lived the Trojan War.  (1996)  208 pp.

The events surrounding the famous battle between the Greeks and the Trojans are told from the points of view of two women, the beautiful Helen and the prophetic Cassandra.

Napoli, Donna Jo.  Sirena.  (1998)  210 pp.

The gods grant immortality to the mermaid Sirena when she rescues a human man from the sea and they fall in love, but his mortality creates great conflict between love and honor when he is called to defend Greece in the Trojan War.

Napoli, Donna Jo.  The Great God Pan.  (2003)  160 pp.

A retelling of the Greek myths about Pan, both goat and god, whose reed flute playing and frolicking leads him to meet Iphigenia, a human raised as the daughter of King Agamemnon and Queen Clytemnestra.

Sutcliff, Rosemary.  Frontier Wolf.  (1981)  196 pp.

As punishment for his poor judgment, a young, inexperienced Roman army officer is sent to Northern England to assume the command of a motley group known as the Frontier Wolves.

Sutcliff, Rosemary.  The Eagle of the Ninth.  (1954)  255 pp.

In 125 A.D., a young Roman centurion ventures among the hostile tribes beyond the Roman Wall to recover the eagle standard of the Ninth, a legion which mysteriously disappeared under his father's command.

Sutcliff, Rosemary.  The Lantern Bearers.  (2010)  240 pp.

In the year 450, instead of leaving with the last of the Roman legions, Aquila, a young officer, decides that his loyalties lie with Britain, so he joins the forces of the Roman-British leader Ambrosius to fight against the Saxon hordes.

Sutcliff, Rosemary.  The Silver Branch.  (2010)  240 pp.

A young Roman army medical officer, sent to Britain during the period of waning Roman rule, befriends a kinsman with whom he shares an adventure of intrigue, exile, and underground activity with the Lost Ninth Legion.

Turnbull, Ann.  Maroo of the Winter Caves.  (1984)  144 pp.

Maroo, a girl of the late Ice Age, must take charge after her father is killed, and lead her little brother, mother, and aged grandmother to the safety of the winter camp before the first blizzards strike.

Winterfeld, Henry.  Detectives in Togas.  (1956)  249 pp.

In an effort to save a boy wrongly accused, a group of young friends living in ancient Rome search for the culprit who scrawled graffiti on the temple wall.

Winterfeld, Henry.  Mystery of the Roman Ransom.  (2002)  217 pp.

The purchase of a slave for their teacher leads a group of schoolboys in ancient Rome into a dangerous intrigue.

Yarbro, Chelsea Quinn.  Four Horses For Tishtry.  (1985)  214 pp.

Tishtry's wish to buy her family's freedom from slavery in the Roman Empire inspires her to perform dangerous feats of stunt riding.

Middle Ages
Branford, Henrietta.  The Fated Sky.  (1999)  160 pp.

In tenth-century Norway, sixteen-year-old Ran is rescued from certain death by the blind musician, Toki, and, after becoming his wife, travels with him to Iceland where they attempt to start a new life far from the enemies that pursue them.

Cadnum, Michael.  Daughter of the Wind.  (2003)  272 pp.

In medieval times as Viking groups fight for supremacy of the northern lands and waters, Hallgerd, Gauk, and Hego, three young people from the quiet coastal village of Spjothof, find their fates intertwined in a series of action-packed adventures.

Cadnum, Michael.  Raven of the Waves.  (2001)  224 pp.

In this gory tale set in the 8th century, 17-year-old Viking Lidsmod joins his bloodthirsty comrades as they go on raids and destroy and plunder villages in medieval England, but later he helps an Anglo-Saxon boy.

Coventry, Susan.  The Queen's Daughter.  (2010)  384 pp.

A fictionalized biography of Joan of England, the youngest child of King Henry II of England and his queen consort, Eleanor of Aquitaine, chronicling her complicated relationships with her warring parents, many siblings, and spouses.

Cushman, Karen.  Catherine Called Birdy.  (1994)  169 pp.

The thirteen-year-old daughter of an English country knight keeps a journal in which she records the events of her life, particularly her longing for adventures beyond the usual role of women and her efforts to avoid being married off.

Cushman, Karen.  Matilda Bone.  (2000)  167 pp.

Fourteen-year-old Matilda, an apprentice bonesetter and practitioner of medicine in a village in medieval England, tries to reconcile the various aspects of her life, both spiritual and practical.

Cushman, Karen.  The Midwife's Apprentice.  (1995)  122 pp.

In medieval England, a nameless, homeless girl is taken in by a sharp-tempered midwife, and in spite of obstacles and hardship, eventually gains the three things she most wants: a full belly, a contented heart, and a place in this world.

De Angeli, Marguerite.  The Black Fox of Lorne.  (1956)  191 pp.

Two viking twins, shipwrecked on the Scottish coast, seek to avenge the death of their father.

De Angeli, Marguerite.  The Door in the Wall.  (1949)  120 pp.

A crippled boy in fourteenth-century England proves his courage and earns recognition from the King.

Dickinson, Peter.  The Dancing Bear.  (1973)  244 pp.

A Greek slave, his dancing bear, and an old holy man journey from Byzantium to rescue the slave's young mistress from the Huns.

Johnson, Lois.  Heart of Courage: Viking Quest, v. 4.  (2005)  231 pp.

In the tenth century, as Devin, Keely, and Lil return to Ireland, Bree serves as Mikkel's cook on a voyage in the North Atlantic, but acts of sabotage threaten Mikkel's life and Bree's one chance of freedom.

Johnson, Lois.  Invisible Friend: Viking Quest, v. 3.  (2004)  217 pp.

Briana O'Toole arrives in Norway to face her new life as a slave, all the while praying that God will send her brother, still in Ireland, to buy her freedom.

Johnson, Lois.  Mystery of The Silver Coins: Viking Quest, v. 2.  (2003)  193 pp.

In tenth-century Norway, Bree and her friend Lil, buoyed by their Christian faith, have escaped the Viking ship but are pursued by Mikkel; while in Ireland, Devin's anger about his sister's kidnapping prevents him from forgiving her captors.

Johnson, Lois.  Raiders From The Sea: Viking Quest, v. 1.  (2003)  199 pp.

Thirteen-year-old Bree asks God for protection when she and her brother Devin are captured and taken from their home on the Irish coast by Viking raiders in the late tenth century.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Hawksmaid:  The Untold Story of Robin Hood and Maid Marian.  (2010)  292 pp.

In twelfth-century England, Matty grows up to be a master falconer, able to communicate with the devoted birds who later help her and Fynn, also known as Robin Hood, to foil Prince John's plot to steal the crown.

Napoli, Donna Jo.  Hush :  An Irish Princess' Tale.  (2007)  308 pp.

Melkorka, a 15-year-old princess in 10th century Ireland, is kidnapped by Viking slave traders, but learns  to challenge the brutality of her captors, who are fascinated by her apparent muteness and the possibility that she is enchanted.

Napoli, Donna Jo.  The Smile.  (2008)  260 pp.

In Renaissance Italy, Elisabetta longs for romance, and when Leonardo da Vinci introduces her to Guiliano de Medici, whose family rules Florence but is about to be deposed, she has no inkling of the romance--and sorrow--that will ensue.

Napoli, Donna Jo.  The Wager.  (2010)  262 pp.

Having lost everything in a tidal wave in 1169 Sicily, 19-year-old Don Giovanni makes a wager with the devil, but while desperate enough to surrender his pride and good looks for three years, he is not willing to give up his soul.

Polland, Madeleine.  Beorn the Proud.  (1962)  175 pp.

Beorn becomes a better ruler as a result of the influence of Ness, a slave.

Quick, Barbara.  A Golden Web.  (2010)  227 pp.

In fourteenth-century Bologna, Alessandra Giliani, a brilliant young girl, defies convention and risks death in order to attend medical school at the university so that she can study anatomy.

Sutcliff, Rosemary.  Blood Feud.  (1977)  144 pp.

Sold into slavery to the Northmen in the tenth century, a young Englishman becomes involved in a blood feud which leads him to Constantinople and a totally different way of life.

Sutcliff, Rosemary.  Knight's Fee.  (2008)  95 pp.

Randal, a young orphan at Arundel Castle, is set upon the path to squirehood. His own courage will pave his path to become a knight.

Sutcliff, Rosemary.  Shining Company.  (1990)  295 pp.

In 600 A.D. in northern Britain, Prosper becomes a shield bearer with the Companions, an army made up of three hundred younger sons of minor kings and trained to act as one fighting brotherhood against the invading Saxons.

Sutcliff, Rosemary.  Sword's Song.  (1998)  271 pp.

At sixteen, Bjarni is cast out of the Norse settlement in the Angles' Land for an act of oath-breaking and spends five swashbuckling years as a mercenary, sailing the west coast of Scotland and witnessing the feuds of the clan chiefs living there.

Temple, Frances.  The Ramsay Scallop.  (1994)  310 pp.

At the turn of the fourteenth century in England, fourteen-year-old Elenor finds her betrothal to an ambitious lord's son launching her on a memorable pilgrimage to far-off Spain.

Treece, Henry.  Road To Miklagard : The Viking Saga, bk 2.  (1957)  254 pp.

The adventures of Harald and his Viking companions in their quest for the treasure guarded by an Irish giant.

Treece, Henry.  Viking's Dawn : The Viking Saga, bk 1.  (1953)  252 pp.

After his father is seriously injured, Harald Sigurdson, a young Viking boy, joins a group of rovers in a crew led by beserk & powerful Vikings, in the western fjords of Norway and sail west, to Britain, in search of gold.

Willard, Barbara.  The Lark and the Laurel.  (1970)  207 pp.

When her father goes into exile after the fall of Richard III, a sheltered 16-year-old girl is sent to stay with an unconventional aunt.

Early Modern Europe & Exploration
Avi.  Crispin:  The End of Time.  (2010)  240 pp.

The adventures of Crispin and his friend Troth as they wander through the 14th-Century French countryside, hoping to journey to Iceland.

Avi.  Crispin: at the Edge of the World.  (2006)  234 pp.

Branded as traitors by the king's authorities, Crispin and his guardian, Bear, flee to coastal towns in fourteenth-century England, where they perform a musical juggling act and bond as a family after befriending a disfigured girl.

Avi.  Murder at Midnight.  (2009)  254 pp.

Falsely accused of plotting to overthrow King Claudio, scholarly Mangus the magician, along with his street-smart servant boy, Fabrizio, face deadly consequences unless they can track down the real traitor by the stroke of midnight.

Barnhouse, Rebecca.  The Book of the Maidservant.  (2009)  232 pp.

In 1413, a young maidservant accompanies her deeply religious mistress, Dame Margery Kempe, on a pilgrimage to Rome, leaving behind everything she knows only to be constantly maligned and criticized by her mistress.

Beatty, John and Patricia.  Campion Towers.  (1965)  293 pp.

Landing in England in 1651 to an unfriendly welcome after the long ocean voyage from the Massachusetts Bay Colony, fifteen year old Penitence Hervey expects a warm welcome from her English relatives, the Killingtrees of Campion Towers.

Beatty, John and Patricia.  Holdfast.  (1972)  222 pp.

An Irish orphan, separated from her wolfhound when the two are captured and taken to England in the reign of Elizabeth I, yearns for her dog and native land.

Beatty, John and Patricia.  King's Knight's Pawn.  (1971)  224 pp.

Fourteen-year-old Christopher witnesses the beheading of Charles the First and flees to Ireland where he becomes involved in the events that lead to the Roundhead Massacre of the Irish and their Cavalier defenders at Drogheda.

Beatty, John and Patricia.  Master Rosalind.  (1974)  221 pp.

A young girl disguises herself as a boy to play feminine roles in the theater of Shakespearean England.

Beatty, John and Patricia.  Witch Dog.  (1968)  254 pp.

During the English Civil War, Prince Rupert led the King's cavalry, accompanied by his great white poodle, known to the Roundheads as the witch dog and Rupert's luck.

Cooney, Caroline B..  The Ransom of Mercy Carter.  (2001)  249 pp.

In 1704, in the English settlement of Deerfield, Massachusetts, eleven-year-old Mercy and her family and neighbors are captured by Mohawk Indians and their French allies.

Cushman, Karen.  Alchemy and Meggy Swann.  (2010)  167 pp.

In 1573, the crippled, scorned, and destitute Meggy Swann goes to London, where she meets her father, an impoverished alchemist, and eventually discovers that although her legs are bent and weak, she has many other strengths.

Dalgliesh, Alice.  A Book for Jennifer, a Story of London Children in the Eighteenth Century and of Mr. Newbery's Juvenile Library.  (1941)  114 pp.

In 18th century London, a child, Jennifer, keeps a good record and bad record of the day, with chapter-breaks copied from John Newbery classic books.

Dickinson, Peter.  The Tears of the Salamander.  (2003)  197 pp.

When Alfredo, a 12-year-old choir boy in 18th-century Italy, loses his family in a fire, he goes to live with Uncle Giorgio, who he discovers is a sorcerer in control of the fires of Mt. Etna with sinister plans for his nephew.

Fleischman, Sid.  The Ghost in the Noonday Sun.  (1965)  131 pp.

Twelve-year-old Oliver tries to escape from pirates who take him to an island to find the ghost and treasure of Gentleman Jack.

Gardner, Sally.  I, Coriander.  (2005)  280 pp.

In seventeenth-century London, Coriander, a girl who has inherited magic from her mother, must find a way to use this magic in order to save both herself and an inhabitant of the fairy world where her mother was born.

Greene, Jacqueline.  One Foot Ashore.  (2006)  196 pp.

Arriving alone and destitute in Amsterdam in the spring of 1654, sixteen-year-old Maria Ben Lazar finds refuge and friendship in the household of the artist Rembrandt and continues to pursue her desperate search for her parents and her younger sister.

Hearn, Julie.  Sign of the Raven.  (1995)  320 pp.

In the basement of his grandmother's home in London where is mother is recuperating from cancer, twelve-year-old Tom discovers a path to the past, where, in the year 1717, a "fairy child" and her friends desperately need his help.

Hearn, Julie.  The Minister's Daughter.  (2005)  263 pp.

In 1645 in England, the daughters of the town minister successfully accuse a local healer and her granddaughter of witchcraft to conceal an out-of-wedlock pregnancy, but years later during the 1692 Salem trials their lie has unexpected repercussions.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Elizabeth I, Red Rose of the House of Tudor.  (1999)  237 pp.

In a series of diary entries, Princess Elizabeth, the eleven-year-old daughter of King Henry VIII, celebrates holidays and birthdays, relives her mother's execution, revels in her studies, and agonizes over her father's health.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Mary, Queen of Scots, Queen Without a Country.  (2002)  206 pp.

Mary, the young Scottish queen, is sent a diary from her mother in which she records her experiences living at the court of France's King Henry II as she awaits her marriage to Henry's son, Francis.

Mazer, Harry.  Bloody Jack.  (2002)  278 pp.

Reduced to begging and thievery in the streets of London, a thirteen-year-old orphan disguises herself as a boy and connives her way onto a British warship set to high sea adventure in search of pirates.

Paton Walsh, Jill.  A Parcel of Patterns.  (1983)  136 pp.

Mall Percival tells how the plague came to her Derbyshire village in 1665, how the villagers isolate themselves to prevent further spread of the disease, and how most of them died before the end of the following year.

Reuter, Bjarne.  The Ring of the Slave Prince.  (2003)  272 pp.

Tom O'Connor, a poor, adventurous, charming 14-year-old liar who lives at a tavern on the island of Nevis in 1639, rescues a slave from drowning, learns he is a prince, and sets out to return him to his homeland and collect the reward.

Rinaldi, Ann.  The Redheaded Princess.  (2008)  215 pp.

In 1542, 9-year-old Lady Elizabeth lives on an estate near London, striving to get back into the good graces of her father, King Henry VIII, and as the years pass she eventually finds herself next in line to ascend the throne of England.

Sutcliff, Rosemary.  Flame-Colored Taffeta.  (1986)  129 pp.

This lively adventure is the story of smugglers on the Sussex coast and an emissary of Bonnie Prince Charlie.

Trevino, Elizabeth Borton de.  I, Juan de Pareja.  (1965)  180 pp.

Juan de Pareja, the slave who prepares the paints and canvases of the great Spanish painter Velazquez, teaches himself to paint, even though it is forbidden, and develop a friendship and sense of equality with his master.

French Revolution Era
Dowswell, Paul.  Powder Monkey:  Adventures of a Young Sailor.  (2005)  275 pp.

Thirteen-year-old Sam endures harsh conditions, battles, and a shipwreck after being pressed into service aboard the HMS Miranda during the Napoleonic Wars.

Gardner, Sally.  The Red Necklace.  (2008)  378 pp.

In the late 18th-century, Sido, the 12-year-old daughter of a self-indulgent marquis, and Yann, a 14-year-old Gypsy orphan raised to perform in a magic show, face a common enemy at the start of the French Revolution.

Gardner, Sally.  The Silver Blade.  (2009)  362 pp.

As the French Revolution descends into the ferocious Reign of Terror, Yann uses his magical skills to confound his enemies and help refugees leave France, but when Sido is kidnapped, new dangers threaten to destroy him. Sequel to The Red Necklace.

Garfield, Leon.  The Empty Sleeve.  (1988)  205 pp.

Though he dreams of going to sea, 14-year-old Peter accepts an apprenticeship to a locksmith, but when the ghost of a former apprentice and a murder put him in grave danger, it is only his despised twin brother who is able to save him.

Garfield, Leon.  The Strange Affair of Adelaide Harris.  (2001)  177 pp.

An experiment to see if a wolf will adopt an abandoned baby turns into a desperate situation for two schoolboys in early nineteenth-century England when the child is recovered by well-meaning passersby.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Marie Antoinette, Princess of Versailles.  (2000)  236 pp.

In 1769, thirteen-year-old Maria Antonia Josepha Johanna, daughter of Empress Maria Theresa, begins a journal chronicling her life at the Austrian court and her preparations for her future role as queen of France.

Perry, Anne.  A Dish Taken Cold.  (2000)  73 pp.

Just days before the French Revolution, a young woman's baby dies while in the care of a friend and she learns the true meaning of revenge - a novella.

Rees, Celia.  Pirates!  The True and Remarkable Adventures of Minerva Sharpe and Nancy Kington, Female Pirates.  (2003)  379 pp.

At the dawn of the 18th Century, Nancy Kington and Minerva Sharpe set sail from Jamaica on a pirate vessel, hoping to escape from an arranged marriage and slavery.

Rees, Celia.  Sovay.  (2008)  404 pp.

In 1794 England, the rich and beautiful Sovay, disguised as a highwayman, acquires papers that could lead to her father's arrest for treason, and soon her newly-awakened political consciousness leads her and a compatriot to France during the Revolution.

Industrial Revolution & World War One (WWI)
Aiken, Joan.  Go Saddle the Sea.  (1977)  311 pp.

In 1821, an orphaned twelve-year-old boy runs away from his unhappy home in Spain to England where he tries to find his father's family.

Avi.  The Traitors' Gate.  (2007)  353 pp.

When his father is arrested as a debtor in 1849 London, fourteen-year-old John Huffman must take on unexpected responsibilities, from asking a distant relative for help to determining why people are spying on him and his family.

Avi.  The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle.  (1990)  215 pp.

As the lone "young lady" on a transatlantic voyage in 1832, Charlotte learns that the captain is murderous and the crew rebellious.

Calvert, Patricia.  Hadder McColl.  (1985)  134 pp.

Fiercely proud and loyal to her Highland heritage, fifteen-year-old Hadder can't understand why her beloved older brother, after his return from schooling in Edinburgh, no longer seems to share her passionate belief in the Jacobite cause.

Foreman, Michael.  War Game.  (1993)  68 pp.

The story describes a group of four young men (Will, Freddie, Billy, and Lacey) who are eager to go for "the grand adventure".

Garfield, Leon.  Black Jack.  (2000)  197 pp.

A young apprentice in eighteenth-century London begins a strange adventure when he inadvertently becomes involved with a wanted criminal and a girl who is reputedly mad.

Garfield, Leon.  John Diamond.  (2001)  177 pp.

Twelve-year-old William is on a mission to18th-century London where, in the course of searching for his dead father's mysterious business partner, he encounters an odd assortment of characters, some of whom seem determined to kill him.

Garfield, Leon.  Smith.  (1967)  195 pp.

Moments after he steals a document from a man's pocket, an illiterate young pickpocket in eighteenth-century London witnesses the man's murder by two men who want the document.

Garfield, Leon.  The Sound of Coaches.  (1974)  256 pp.

Orphaned at birth and adopted by a coachman and his wife, a young man struggles to discover his origins.

Hearn, Julie.  Ivy:  A Novel.  (2008)  255 pp.

In mid-19th-century London, young, mistreated, and destitute Ivy, whose main asset is her beautiful red hair, comes to the attention of a pre-Raphaelite artist, who is determined to make her his model and muse.

Jocelyn, Marthe.  Folly.  (2010)  256 pp.

In parallel narratives in late 19th-century England, teenaged country girl Mary relates her unhappy experiences as a servant while, years later, young James describes leaving his beloved family to be educated at London's famous Foundling Hospital.

Lasky, Kathryn.  Broken Song.  (2005)  154 pp.

In 1897, fifteen-year-old Reuven Bloom, a Russian Jew, must set aside his dreams of playing the violin in order to save himself and his baby sister after the rest of their family is murdered.

Lasky, Kathryn.  The Night Journey.  (1981)  149 pp.

Rache ignores her parents' wishes and persuades her great-grandmother to relate the story of her escape from czarist Russia.

Morpugo, Michael.  War Horse.  (2007)  165 pp.

Joey the horse recalls his experiences growing up on an English farm, his struggle for survival as a cavalry horse during World War I, and his reunion with his beloved master.

Newman, Robert.  The case of the Baker Street Irregular : a Sherlock Holmes story.  (1978)  228 pp.

Brought to London under mysterious circumstances by his tutor, a young boy seeks the help of Sherlock Holmes when his tutor is kidnapped and he himself is threatened with the same fate.

Paton Walsh, Jill.  Grace.  (1992)  255 pp.

After helping her father rescue the survivors of a shipwreck on the coast of England in 1838, Grace Darling finds her quiet life crumbling around her as she is unwillingly fashioned into a national hero.

Pullman, Philip.  Shadow in the North.  (1988)  331 pp.

In 1878 in London, Sally, now twenty-two and established in her own business, and her companions Frederick and Jim try to solve the mystery surrounding the unexpected collapse of a shipping firm and its ties to a sinister corporation called North Star.

Pullman, Philip.  The Ruby in the Smoke.  (1987)  230 pp.

In nineteenth-century London, sixteen-year-old Sally, a recent orphan, becomes involved in a deadly search for a mysterious ruby, which also involves the opium trade.

Pullman, Philip.  The Tiger in the Well.  (1990)  407 pp.

In London in 1881, 24-year-old Sally finds her young daughter and her possessions assailed by an unknown enemy, while a shadowy figure known as the Tzaddik involves her in his plot to exploit the hordes of Jewish immigrants pouring into the country.

Pullman, Philip.  The Tin Princess.  (1994)  290 pp.

In 1882 sixteen-year-old Becky applies for a tutoring job in London and becomes embroiled in assassination, intrigue, and dangerous politics in the small European kingdom of Razkavia.

Seredy, Kate.  The Good Master.  (1935)  210 pp.

Two cousins spend an adventurous summer on a ranch on the Hungarian plains.

Sewell, Anna.  Black Beauty : The Autobiography of a Horse.  (1877)  252 pp.

A horse in nineteenth-century England recounts his experiences with both good and bad masters.

Springer, Nancy.  The case of the missing marquess : an Enola Holmes mystery.  (2006)  216 pp.

Enola Holmes, much younger sister of detective Sherlock Holmes, must travel to London in disguise to unravel the disappearance of her missing mother, in this first book in the series that sees Enola discover her own talents and spitfire attitude.

Watts, Irene M.  No Moon.  (2010)  240 pp.

Fourteen-year-old Louisa Gardener, a nursemaid to a wealthy family in London, is forced to confront her fear of the ocean to accompany the family when they make plans to set sail aboard the RMS "Titanic" to New York.

Wolf, Allan.  The Watch That Ends the Night : Voices from the Titanic.  (2011)  466 pp.

The 1912 sinking of the Titanic is observed in free-form poems from the point of view of twenty-four travelers, including millionaire John Astor, a beautiful young Lebanese refugee, "Unsinkable" Molly Brown, Captain Smith, even the iceberg itself.
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Upon returning to Italy, fourteen-year-old Roberto struggles to survive, first on his own, then as a member of the resistance, fighting against the Nazi occupiers while yearning to reach home safely and for an end to the war.

Napoli, Donna Jo.  Stones in the Water.  (1997)  209 pp.
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Living on the outskirts of the Warsaw Ghetto during World War II, fourteen-year-old Marek and his grandparents shelter a Jewish man in the days before the Jewish uprising.

Reuter, Bjarne.  The Boys from St. Petri.  (1994)  215 pp.
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