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Antiquity
Bell, Claire.  Tomorrow's Sphinx.  (1986)  292 pp.

Two unusual black cheetahs share a mental link, one cat coming from the past to reveal scenes from his life with the young pharaoh Tutankhamen, and one struggling to survive in a future world ravaged by ecological disaster.

Brennan, J.H.  Shiva.  (1990)  184 pp.

A Cro-Magnon tribe is forced to confront its collective fear of the Neanderthal people they call ogres, when a young girl of the tribe, Shiva, befriends an ogre boy, and when Hiram, a young hunter from the tribe, is captured by ogres.

Brennan, J.H.  Shiva Accused: An Adventure of the Ice Age.  (1991)  275 pp.

In this sequel to Shiva, a prehistoric orphan girl is accused of murder by a rival tribe.

Brennan, J.H.  Shiva's Challenge: An Adventure of the the Ice Age.  (1992)  209 pp.

In the third entry in the series, Cro-Magnon Shiva is spirited away by the shamanistic Crones to test her powers and see if she can survive the ordeals that will make her a Crone, too.

Carter, Dorothy Sharp.  His Majesty, Queen Hatshepsut.  (1987)  256 pp.

A fictionalized biography of Queen Hatshepsut, daughter of Thutmose I and the only female pharaoh of Egypt.

Cowley, Marjorie.  Anooka's Answer.  (1998)  152 pp.

Set in prehistoric times, this sequel to Dar and the Spear-Thrower introduces 13-year-old Anooka and her quest to find her missing mother.

Cowley, Marjorie.  Dar and the Spear-Thrower.  (1994)  128 pp.

The story of Dar, a boy growing up in the Cro-Magnon period, and the problems he faces when beginning to accept adult reponsibilities.

Denzel, Justin.  Boy of the Painted Cave.  (1988)  160 pp.

Forbidden to make images, fourteen-year-old Tao, a boy with a bad foot, yearns to be a cave painter, recording the figures of the rhinos, bison, and other animals of his Cro-Magnon times.

Dickinson, Peter.  A Bone from a Dry Sea.  (1993)  199 pp.

In two parallel stories, an intelligent female member of a prehistoric tribe becomes instrumental in advancing the lot of her people, and the daughter of a paleontologist is visiting him on a dig in Africa when important fossil remains are discovered.

Dickinson, Peter.  The Kin:  Suth's Story.  (1998)  211 pp.

When cut off from their kin and lost in the desert 200,000 years ago, Suth and five other orphans struggle to survive and to find their way to safety.

Dickinson, Peter.  The Kin: Noli's Story.  (1998)  211 pp.

In Africa, two hundred thousand years ago, Noli and five other children search for a good place to hunt, and encounter a being who may or may not be considered human.

Dickinson, Peter.  The Kin: Po's Story.  (1998)  208 pp.

In prehistoric times, Po sets out to find water for his people and instead finds a different tribe of people.

Fletcher, Susan.  Alphabet of Dreams.  (2006)  294 pp.

Fourteen-year-old Mitra, of royal Persian lineage, and her five-year-old brother Babak, whose dreams foretell the future, flee for their lives in the company of the magus Melchoir and two other Zoroastrian priests, traveling through Persia.

Fletcher, Susan.  Shadow Spinner.  (1998)  224 pp.

The story of Shahrazad and how she collected the tales that kept her and her harem companions alive for 1,001 nights.

Gormley, Beatrice.  Miriam.  (1999)  180 pp.

The story of how Moses' older sister, Miriam, was able to save her younger brother's life and how she grew to enjoy living in the Pharaoh's palace after she became a servant there.

Gregory, Kristiana.  Cleopatra VII: Daughter of the Nile.  (1999)  224 pp.

While her father is in hiding after attempts on his life, twelve-year-old Cleopatra records in her diary how she fears for her own safety and hopes to survive to become Queen of Egypt some day.

Lester, Julius.  Pharaoh's Daughter: A Novel of Ancient Egypt.  (2000)  192 pp.

A fictionalized account of a biblical story in which an Egyptian princess rescues a Hebrew infant who becomes a prophet of his people while his sister finds her true self as a priestess to the Egyptian gods.

Levitin, Sonia.  Escape from Egypt.  (1996)  272 pp.

A troubling, moving, sensual, and thought-provoking novel related to the biblical tale of the Exodus told from the point of view of two teens who are following Moses out of Egypt.

Marston, Elsa.  The Ugly Goddess.  (2002)  218 pp.

In Egypt in 523 b.c.e., 14-year-old Princess Meret is unhappy with her future as consort of the Egyptian god Amun, especially after meeting Hector, a handsome Greek soldier, but when she is kidnapped, Hector and a servant boy must rescue her.

McCaughrean, Geraldine.  Casting the Gods Adrift: A Tale of Ancient Egypt.  (2003)  112 pp.

Tutmose, an apprentice sculptor, and his nearly-blind brother, Ibrim, an apprentice musician, are content at the court of Pharoah Akhenaten, but their father rages against Pharoah's rejection of traditional Egyptian gods and plots a deadly revenge.

McGraw, Eloise.  Mara, Daughter of the Nile.  (1985)  279 pp.

The adventures of an ingenious Egyptian slave girl who undertakes a dangerous assignment as a spy in the royal palace of Thebes, in the days when Queen Hatshepsut ruled.

McGraw, Eloise.  The Golden Goblet.  (1986)  248 pp.

A young Egyptian boy struggles to reveal a hideous crime and reshape his own destiny.

Miklowitzm, Gloria D.  The Last Fortress.  (1998)  198 pp.

The siege of Masada comes alive through the eyes of a young Jewish man and a Roman commander.

Napoli, Donna Jo.  The Song of the Magdalene.  (1996)  240 pp.

Tells the story of Miriam, a young girl being raised by her widowed father in ancient Israel, who grows up to be Mary Magdalene.

Pfitsch, Patricia C.  The Deeper Song.  (1998)  160 pp.

In this story, set at the time of King Solomon, a high-spirited girl named Judith decides to write down the oral traditions of the Jewish people, thus creating a book that will become a cornerstone of Judaism.

Rubalcaba, Jill.  A Place in the Sun.  (1997)  75 pp.

In ancient Egypt, the gifted young son of a sculptor is taken into slavery when he attempts to save his father's life, and is himself almost killed before his exceptional talent leads Pharoah to name him Royal Sculptor.

Rubalcaba, Jill.  The Wadjet Eye.  (2000)  160 pp.

After mummifying his dead mother, Damon sets off to find his father and is later hired by Cleopatra as a spy in this action-filled novel set in 45 B.C.E. in the Roman Empire.

Service, Pamela.  The Reluctant God.  (1990)  221 pp.

While his brother prepares to mount the throne of Egypt as the next member of the Twelfth Dynasty, the teenage prince, Ameni is sealed in a secret tomb in a state of suspended animation, to be revived 4000 years later....

Speare, Elizabeth George.  The Bronze Bow.  (1961)  255 pp.

When the Romans brutally kill 18-year-old Daniel bar Jamin's father in 30 A.D., the young Palestinian searches for a leader to drive them out, but comes to realize that love might be a more powerful weapon than hate.

Turner, Ann Warren.  Maia of Thebes.  (2005)  169 pp.

A young Egyptian girl, whose brother secretly taught her to read and write, accuses her uncle of stealing grain from the temple and must run away from Thebes to survive.

Conquering by Muslim Arabs, Exploration, & Slavery
Burns, Khephra.  Mansa Musa: The Lion of Mali.  (2001)  56 pp.

Mansa Musa' s journey from a rural village boyhood to becoming the king of Mali.

Courlander, Harold.  The Son of the Leopard.  (1974)  55 pp.

Believed to be the reincarnation of a hated leader, a young boy is cast out from his village and wanders performing many heroic deeds until the fulfillment of a prophecy helps him find his true identity.

Levitin, Sonia.  Dream Freedom.  (2000)  192 pp.

The story of the plight of Sudanese slaves, juxtaposed with the story of an American 5th-grade class that joins the fight to free them.

McKissack, Patricia.  Nzingha: Warrior Queen of Matamba.  (2000)  136 pp.

Presents the diary of thirteen-year-old Nzingha, a sixteenth-century West African princess who loves to hunt and hopes to lead her kingdom one day against the invasion of the Portuguese slave traders in Angola in 1595.

Quintana, Anton.  The Baboon King.  (1999)  192 pp.

After being exiled by his East African tribe after accidentally killing a tribesman, arrogant Morengru joins a troop of baboons, becomes their leader, and develops a sense of humanity.

Rupert, Janet.  The African Mask.  (1994)  125 pp.

Twelve-year-old Layo, a Yoruba girl living in the area of eleventh-century Africa which is now Nigeria, attempts to reject the man who has been chosen to be her husband.

Temple, Frances.  The Bedouin's Gazelle.  (1996)  150 pp.

In 1302, two cousins of the nomadic Beni Khalid tribe who are betrothed become separated by political intrigue between warring tribes.

Imperialism & Slavery
Cooney, Caroline B.  For All Time.  (2001)  261 pp.

Annie, a teenager in 1999, tries to travel back in time to join her lost love Strat in Egypt in 1899, but instead she ends up in ancient Egypt and in great danger.

Dickinson, Peter.  AK.  (1992)  224 pp.

A young soldier survives a bloody civil war in an African country but must use his gun again after his father is kidnapped during a military coup.

Farmer, Nancy.  A Girl Named Disaster.  (1996)  336 pp.

Nhamo flees from her home in Mozambique to escape a planned marriage and settles with her father's family in Zimbabwe.

Kehret, Peg.  The Secret Journey.  (1999)  136 pp.

In 1834, 12-year-old stowaway Emma is washed ashore on the coast of Liberia and must survive by learning from the chimps she observes.

Kurtz, Jane.  Saba: Under the Hyena's Foot.  (2003)  224 pp.

After being kidnapped and brought to the emperor's palace in Gondar, Ethiopia, 12-year-old Saba discovers that she and her brother are members of the ruling family and part of the emperor's desperate attempt to consolidate political power in 1846.

Stolz, Joelle.  Shadows of Ghadames.  (2004)  119 pp.

At the end of the nineteenth century in Libya, eleven-year-old Malika simultaneously enjoys and feels constricted by the narrow world of women, but an injured stranger enters her home and disrupts the traditional order of things.

Decolonization, Rebuilding, & the Twentieth Century
Ellis, Deborah.  Parvana's Journey.  (2002)  176 pp.

Thirteen-year-old Parvana, whose father has recently died, makes a difficult journey across Taliban-ruled Afghanistan disguised as a boy. Sequel to The Breadwinner.

Ellis, Deborah.  The Breadwinner.  (2001)  170 pp.

In Kabul under the strict rule of the Taliban, Parvana dresses as a boy so she can work to feed the remaining women in her family.

Ferreira, Anton.  Zulu Dog.  (2002)  208 pp.

A racist white man has a change of heart when his daughter Shirley is rescued by a black boy's puppy.

Kessler, Cristina.  No Condition is Permanent.  (2000)  192 pp.

Fourteen-year-old Jodie, who has moved to Sierra Leone with her mother, tries to prevent the female circumcision of her new friend, Khadi.

Kurtz, Jane.  The Storyteller's Beads.  (1998)  160 pp.

Two Ethiopian refugees, one a girl from a traditional Ethiopian culture and the other a blind Jewish girl, overcome generations of prejudice against Jews when they face common danger as they flee war and famine during the 1980s.

McDaniel, Lurlene.  Angel of Hope.  (2000)  240 pp.

Heather returns from missionary work in Uganda and, in her place, her younger, spoiled sister, Amber, continues the work in Africa.  Sequel to Angel of Mercy.

McDaniel, Lurlene.  Angel of Mercy.  (1999)  224 pp.

Heather is not prepared for the misery she finds in Uganda where she is a volunteer, but falling in love with handsome Ian, another volunteer, helps takes her mind off her problems.

Naidoo, Beverley.  No Turning Back.  (1997)  208 pp.

Jaabu, a homeless African boy, looks for shelter in contemporary Johannesburg.

Park, Linda Sue.  A Long Walk to Water: Based on a True Story.  (2010)  128 pp.

After 11-year-old Salva's Sudanese school is attacked in 1985 by brutal rebel soldiers, the boy must endure several terrifying years on the run before he is adopted by an American family.

Whelan, Gloria.  Listening for Lions.  (2006)  194 pp.

Set in British East Africa in 1919, this story tells of the life of Rachel, a girl who is made to leave her home in East Africa to move to England.

Zemser, Amy B.  Beyond the Mango Tree.  (1998)  176 pp.

Trapped in her home by a domineering mother, Sarina, a 12-year-old white American girl living in Liberia, befriends a gentle African boy named Boima. 

